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In 1982 the Department of Health & Welfare was able to change the
Idaho Child Protective Act to bring it into compliance with the Federal
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act. Federal grant monies
from the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect were made
available to the DHW for achieving federal compliance.

From those grant funds, a statewide effort spearheaded by DHW
employee Ed Van Dusen was put together to work on child abuse
issues. This group became the Idaho Network for Children and later
affiliated as a state chapter of the National Committee for the
Prevention of Child Abuse. Information from the NCCAN and NCPCA
mentioned a new movement starting across the U.S. to prevent child
abuse through the development of Children’s Trust Funds.

Through Children’s Trust Funds, states were able fund child abuse
prevention programs. Funding for prevention of child abuse was a
new concept at the time. Prior to this, all funding and resources were
directed toward helping abused children recover and heal from their
abuse. Ed was passionate about starting a Children’s Trust Fund in
Idaho, and turned to Idaho Senator Terry Reilly for help.

Senator Reilly saw the wisdom in working to prevent child abuse,
and agreed to carry legislation to enable Idaho to have a Children’s
Trust Fund for child abuse prevention programs. Sadly, Senator Reilly
was killed in a plane crash before he was able to do so. Ed initially
believed that the idea of a Children’s Trust Fund died along with
Senator Reilly.

But in 1984, DHW director Rose Bowman sought staff recommenda-
tions for new children’s programs for Idaho and learned of the Trust
Fund effort. She discussed this with Governor John Evans who
authorized her to have staff form a statewide work group to work on
the development of a Children’s Trust Fund for Idaho.

Ed once again took the lead on this issue for the Dept. of Health &
Welfare, and recruited some wonderful people to work on realizing

the dream of an Idaho Children’s Trust Fund. The group was
composed of Mary Reichman of Pocatello, Judge Lowell Castleton of
Boise, Larry Chase of Nampa, Bob Glaisyer of Boise, Reverend Fred
Elwood of Twin Falls, Gus Hein of Boise, Deputy Attorney General
Marc Haws of Boise, Robert Tyndall of Lewiston, Terry McFee of
Idaho Falls and department staff.

Representative Pam (Bengson) Ahrens (now Director of the Idaho
Department of Administration) sponsored the legislation in the
House and Senator Marti Calabretta in the Senate. The Idaho
Children’s Trust Account was signed into law on March 7, 1985 by
Governor Evans. The name was later changed to the Idaho Children’s
Trust Fund.

In their wisdom, the legislators who created the Children’s Trust Fund
built in a wonderful mechanism to fund the organization without
using tax dollars; taxpayers are able to voluntarily donate to the
Trust Fund when they file their state tax return. According to the
statute, half of the money donated went back out to local community
programs in grants, and the other half of the donated money went
into an interest bearing account to build an endowment. In the past
20 years not one cent of tax money has been requested to help
operate the Trust Fund.

Ed Van Dusen has been the guardian angel for the Idaho Children’s
Trust Fund for the 20 years it has been in existence, and also for the
several years of work it took to bring the whole idea to fruition. Ed
re-joined our board again as the Health & Welfare Department’s
representative in the fall of 2003, and as he nears retirement from the
department after over 30 vears of service, Ed’s dedication to the
Children’s Trust Fund is as strong as ever.

Thank you seems so inadequate, but we are very thankful to Ed Van
Dusen, and all the founding members for their work on behalf of the
Idaho Children’s Trust Fund and the children of Idaho.

Protecting Idaho children from abuse and neglect.






